
RETRACTION

M A H B O O B E H    S A B E R      
A S S I  T A N T  P R O F E S S O R E   M E D I  C A L   E T H I  C S 

Retraction Is Not The Failure Of Research

It Is The Triumph Of Research Ethics.



Publication is not the end of 
responsibility; 

it is the beginning of accountability.



Purpose 
Of 

Retraction

Retraction is a Mechanism for Correcting The 
Literature and Alerting Readers to articles that 
have such seriously flawed or erroneous 
content or data that their findings and 
conclusions cannot be relied upon. 

Unreliable content or data can result from 
Honest Error, Naive Mistakes, or research or 
publication Misconduct. 

The Purpose of retraction is To Correct 
The Literature and ensure its Integrity, 
Not to Punish The Authors



When To 
Retract 

An 
Article?

Editors can decide to Retract A 

Publication if they no longer have 
confidence in the results and 
conclusions reported in the paper. 

Reasons for this loss of confidence can 
be, but are not limited to:



Indications that the Findings Are Unreliable
because of: 

• Irregularities in the data or their analysis, or both;

• Fictitious or unavailable data; 

• Image irregularities, such as alterations and duplications; or

• Major error (eg, miscalculation or experimental error).



Any form of Misrepresentation
for example:

• With respect to accountability for the work; 

• Deception; - fraud (eg, a paper mill); 

• Identity theft or fictitious authorship; or

• Undisclosed involvement of Artificial Intelligence (AI).



The Authorship of the publication Cannot Be Verified or There Are 
Serious Concerns about Accountability For The Research.

The publication includes, as determined by the editor, an 
Unacceptable Level Of Overlap With Previously Published Content.

The publication contains material or data without Authorisation for 
use, removal of which Would Affect The Results And Conclusion Of 
The Article.



Copyright has been infringed or there is some other serious legal 
issue (eg, libel, privacy). 

The publication reports Unethical Research. 

The Peer Review or Publication Process was COMPROMISED (eg, 
Fake Reviewers, Paper Mill Use, or Citation Manipulation) and any 
additional review does not support publication.



The authors failed to disclose a Major Competing Interest or 
Conflict of Interest that, in the editor’s view, could have unduly 
affected interpretations of the work or recommendations by 
editors and peer reviewers. 

The publication is, or includes, a meta-analysis or systematic 
review, the conclusions of which rely on content that has 
subsequently been corrected or retracted.





Retraction is not a failure of science,
It is evidence that ethics is working.



When 
Retraction 

Is Not 
Appropriate

If an editor is Uncertain About The Reliability of 
a publication because of Insufficient 
Information, Delays, or Inability To Obtain 
Information, for example, Retraction Might Not 
Be Appropriate. 

In this situation, and if warranted, an editor 
could consider publishing an Expression Of 
Concern.



When Retraction Is Not Appropriate
The Authorship Is Disputed BUT there is no reason to doubt the validity of the 
article’s findings, data, or content (but see section on “further considerations about disputed 
authorship”);

Correction would sufficiently deal with the errors or concerns raised, provided 
that the main results and conclusions are not unduly affected by the correction;

If an editor requires more information to be confident that a paper should be 
retracted, an Expression Of Concern should be issued.

Conflicts of interest have been reported to the journal after publication, but in 
the editor’s view, these are not likely to have influenced the interpretations, 
recommendations, or the conclusions of the article.



Is Retraction Appropriate for Unpaid 
Publication Fees?

Although non-payment of publication fees might be a reason Not To 
Publish An Article, it is unrelated to the content of the article. 
Therefore, An Article Should Not Be Retracted As A Consequence Of 
Failing To Pay Owed Publication Fees.



Other Forms Of 
Retraction



Retraction with Replacement

This category of retractions is associated with articles that have 
Serious Errors that, when corrected, change the findings significantly 
but do not invalidate the underlying scholarship or methods of the 
study. Typically, copies of the original article, with errors and 
corrections highlighted, are published as supplements to the 
retracted and replaced article.



Retraction with Removal
In rare cases it might be necessary to remove part or all of the content of an 
article.

oViolates Personal Privacy

oThe subject of a Court Order

oCould have a Serious Health Risk to the general public or the environment. 

In these circumstances, the metadata (title, authors, date of publication, issue 
or volume, journal name, and affiliations) should be retained, and the 
Retraction Notice should clearly state why the content of the article has 
been removed.



Republishing retracted content
An author might Republish Some Of The Work in a retracted article 
IF the content was found to be reliable. 

To do so transparently, authors should notify the editor of the 
previous retraction when they submit the article to the journal. It is 
usually appropriate to cite the retraction, indicating why the work 
was flawed and what has been omitted or corrected in the new 
article. Permission to republish also needs to be agreed with the 
COPYRIGHT holder of the retracted work.



In some instances, Journal Editors might want to work with authors to 
Concurrently Retract An Article that was found to be fundamentally flawed 
while Simultaneously Publishing A Linked And Corrected Version Of The Work. 

This strategy of retract and republish Is Not Commonly Used, but could provide 
an opportunity for editors and authors To Transparently Correct The Literature 
when a simple correction cannot sufficiently deal with the flaws of the original 
article

In this instance, the original article should not be removed or replaced, but 
should be retained and linked to. The two versions of the articles should be 
clearly distinguishable (eg, by having different digital object identifiers (DOIs)).



Which publications should be retracted?
Editors can decide to retract a publication if they no longer have confidence in the results and 
conclusions reported in the paper. 

Retractions can be requested By the Author or Authors Of An Article, by An 
Institution, by Readers, or By Editors. Regardless of who makes a request, 
Decisions on Retractions Are Made By Editors.

Publications should be retracted (or an expression of concern published) even if 
all or some of the authors do not agree. 

Partial Retractions should be avoided because the status of the article and 
which parts can be relied upon are difficult to determine.





CONTENT OF RETRACTION NOTICES
Objective And Factual 

Linked To The Article 

Unmistakably Identified 

Include Authors And Title 

Who Is Retracting The Article 

Editorial Decision 



CONTENT OF RETRACTION NOTICES
Relate to one article

Published as soon as possible

Freely available

Category and type

Who raised the concerns

Expression of concern

All versions

Bibliographic databases



Citing retracted articles

Retracted articles continue to be cited, eg, when researchers are unaware 
that the article has been retracted

This can be for several reasons: 
◦ The article was downloaded before it

◦ The authors did not notice that it was retracted

◦ Retracted articles can, however, justifiably be cited, depending on the reason for the 
retraction, or for meta-research purposes. 

Authors should not cite retracted papers without acknowledging the retraction.



Scientific integrity is measured not 
by avoiding errors, but by how 
transparently we correct them.



Batch 
Retractions

Batch retractions might be needed when there is 
Evidence Of Large Scale Systematic Manipulation Of 
The Publication Process In One Or More Journals (eg, 
paper mills, see definitions). 

Because they are related, The Group Of Articles is 
treated as one entity for the purposes of investigation 
and retraction. 

Batch Retraction notices should clearly state that 
Systematic, Coordinated, And Widespread 
Manipulation Of The Publication Process has been 
identified and that the article is one of a group of 
articles affected by the Same Process Of Manipulation.



Peer Review is a filter; 
post-publication Review 

is Surveillance



Post-publication Review has Historically
accompanied scholarly communication
and has re-emerged in the Digital Era as 
a formal mechanism for continuous 
Evaluation, Correction, and Improvement
of published research.
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